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Governor Cindy’s
n e w s l e t t e r
Tom Grimmond — District 5-SE Governor
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ions of 5-SW, Are you ready for an exciting Lions year? I hope you all have enjoyed the
summer, which is disappearing all too soon—why can’t February go by this fast?

My wife Donna and I had the good fortune to visit the Leader Dogs For The Blind training
facility at Rochester, Michigan in late August. Leader Dogs was founded in 1939 by 3 Lions
members who wanted to assist a fellow Lion who had been turned away from similar
programs. Their mission is to “enhance the lives of people who are blind and visually
impaired”. What an incredible place and what a magnificent job they do!

To date, they have trained over 13,500 clients from 39 countries to use a Leader Dog. All
services are provided free of charge to clients thanks to the funds provided by individuals,
foundations, community service clubs such as Lions, and corporate donations from around
the world. The cost for a fully trained dog including the training for the client is $38,000 a
substantial amount, but a Leader Dog can literally give someone their life back! In the words
of Lion Richard “Buss” Brauer about his dog “Tucker” –“He’s more than a friend, more than
family, he’s part of me. It’s hard to explain, but if you believe in angels, they do exist, because
they’re in the shape of Leader Dogs.” Lion Buss lost his sight at age 18, was unemployed when
he received his Leader dog at age 32, now he’s a Past District Governor, and is the managing
director of his own consulting firm! There are countless success stories such as his and
LIONS, you help make this possible. Last year Lions donated $2,100,000 to this great orga-
nization—please be assured this was money well spent! Our continued support is vital for
Leader Dogs to continue their noble mission—remember, we are “The Knights of the Blind.”

The redistricting effort is near completion. Later this month, the International Board of
Directors vote on the MD-5 proposal to contract to 6 districts from the present 9 we now have.
Saskatchewan will amalgamate it’s 4 districts into 2, North Dakota will go from 3 districts to
2, and South Dakota will remain unchanged with 2 districts. If approved, 5 of the 6 districts
will be in compliance with at least 1250 members and 35 clubs per district. The only district
beneath this standard is—you guessed it, 5-SW. We have enough clubs, but our membership
stands at 969 and it is EVERY Lion’s job to help to increase our membership! Simply put,
You and I must be part of the solution, or we are part of the problem! Please, make a concerted
effort to invite and encourage prospective members to your club meetings or activities.

Regarding membership initiatives, the 5-SW MERL team has tentatively scheduled an
Extension workshop October 11, 12, & 13 with the objective of establishing 2 new clubs and
augmenting an existing club. We hope to start a women’s club in the Spearfish/Belle Fourche
area, a campus club at Western Dakota Tech in Rapid City, re-forge the membership of the
Rapid Valley club, and begin the process to start a new club in Martin. The location and exact
time for the workshop will be provided to all clubs as soon as the final arrangements have been
made. We will need help! Please contact VDG Larry Burkhead should you like to become
involved with this exciting endeavor! His e-mail address is: larryburkhead@msn.com.

Additionally, if individual Lions or Lions clubs identify an underserved community that
would benefit from a new Lions Club, please contact me or VDG Larry.

As a reminder, the Fall Rally is less than one month away. Please join us in Hill City Oct.
2-3, 2009 because we are going to “Shake the Trees & Rake the Leaves.” The Hill City Lions
have been working hard to insure we all will have a meaningful, fun filled weekend.

Additionally, we will be voting on a change to the constitution and bylaws to include the
position of the 2nd Vice District Governor. If you haven’t made plans yet, there is still time.
There are few places in South Dakota as lovely as the Black Hills in early October—If you
don’t believe me, come see for yourself!

I look forward to meeting you all at the rally and during my visits to your clubs. If you have
a special date in mind for me to visit your club, please contact me as soon as possible as I
work part time and my calendar is filling up!

Yours in Lionism,

Lion Doug

am sure like most of you, we all enjoyed the one week of summer we received in
August and now it is over and we are into the fall and soon the holiday season. I know

autumn doesn’t start officially until September 22 but when my kids head back to school,
that is the sign that fall has started for me. And considering how fast summer went, I have
already started on my Christmas letter. The sad part of that, even if I start today, it won’t get
mailed until December.

One of the biggest reasons I wanted to be District Governor was so that I could get out
to see all the Lions Clubs in the District. I have been to seven clubs already. Most of you
probably know that District 5SE has 53 clubs and many of them meet on Thursday night so
my Thursdays are booking up fast for the rest of year. The stories and the uniqueness of
each club are special. The Mitchell Noon club was the first club whose tail twister used my
follicle-challenged-head to exact a fine on an especially rowdy table by saying loud enough
for the whole club to hear, “Why are you making fun of the District Governor’s bald head.”
Of course that got a great laugh out of the group including myself. It was even more fun
because the only person more follicly challenged there then me was Lion Troy their tail
twister. Great job Troy, that is the kind of fun and high jinx a tail twister is suppose to
engage-in with his fellow Lions. At all the clubs, the food has been great and the
camaraderie has been even better.

I am very proud to announce that 5SE has a winner of the International Leo of the Year
award for the 4th year in a row from the Sioux Falls Downtown Lion’s Leo/SALSA Club.
The winner’s name is Gina Burns. There are currently 144,725 Leos in the world in 141
countries and this award was given out to just 23 Leos worldwide. Great job Gina and thank
you for all the service you have performed over the years as a Leo and good luck in college.
Don’t forget, you can join a Lions campus club or a local Lions Club at the student rate as
you continue to serve in the future. A special thanks to Lion Sara Carothers. Lion Sara is the
driving force behind the documentation and submission for the award. Thanks Sara!

The District Governors for MD5 all gathered in Minot, ND for our first Council of
Governors meeting on 21-22 August. I am on the Leadership, Extension and Membership
Committee. If you have any proposals to MD5 regarding one of those areas please feel free
to call or email me your ideas. One idea that came from the floor at the MD5 Convention
was that we look at the way we elect the Council Chairperson. It was suggested that PDGs
be given the opportunity to run for that position. Currently, only sitting District Governors
can run for that position. Also, the process by which the Council Chair is elected was
discussed. Should the delegates at the MD5 Convention be given the right to vote for the
next council chair? Let me know your thoughts on these issues. The redistricting plan was
covered briefly. The main concern is that if club’s expenditures to LCI are more than 150
days overdue, then the plan could be voted down. Please keep this in mind and have your
balances reduced or paid-off to LCI so that you are not more than 150 days past due. Thank you.
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have volunteered for this year are committed to have some exciting meetings. I know we
are all busy but if you are a club president or club secretary one of your duties for the year
is to attend the three zone meetings. All other Lions are welcome too and the best part of a
Zone meeting is the information you get about what other clubs are doing in your Zone and
in the District. It is very informative and inspirational.
 �
+��"��, -��.� – The District is supporting and encouraging all clubs to have a

membership drive in October and November. The best approach is to use the 4-step
process for membership development but whatever technique your club wants to use is up
to your club. The 4-step process can be downloaded at
http://md5lions.net/MERL2009/Lions%20Membership%2007-08%20%284-
step%20process%29.pdf Lion Keith Lewis is the District Membership Chair and can help
with anything you would like to accomplish during your membership drive. You can reach
Lion Keith at 605-743-5200 (w) or at krlewis2@msn.com. Membership is an on going
process for clubs but if you set aside a specific time period where your club Membership
Chair and President can focus the club there is a greater chance of success. Many of our
clubs have drives in October and November so for me it seems to make sense if we can
focus the whole District at that time.
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Fall Forum or your 80th, it will be fun and don’t forget we are going to have a choir this year.

Serving Together in Lionism
DG Tom Grimmond
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Governor Ken’s
n e w s l e t t e r
Doug Scheller — District 5-SW Governor
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Governor Tom’sGovernor Doug’s

UPCOMING EVENTS

September 24-26………...USA/Canada Leadership Forum, Memphis, TN
September 12 ………..…… PDG Association Meeting, Chamberlain, SD
October 2-3………………………….....................Fall Rally, Hill City, SD
November 14 ………………………………….. Fall Forum, Hill City, SD
January 29-30……………………….S.D. State Convention, Mitchell, SD

Diabetes
Awareness
4 or 8 mile

Fun Run/Walk
September 20th,
2009 at 1:00 p.m.

On Site Registration
begins at noon at the
Ft. Meade Recreation
Area (I-90, Exit 34)

$15 per person

$30 per family

• T-shirts guaranteed to pre-registrants
(Due no later than Sept. 4th).

• Forms at Runner’s Shop and YMCA.

• Win Door Prizes after the event!

Call (605) 787-4709 for more information.

Sponsored by

Piedmont Valley Lions Club


