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% /%0 # think I have a reoccurring theme here: “Where did the month go?” I can’t believe I
1$ 0 am a quarter of the way through my year and by the time this gets to everyone I will
i # 2 1C 31 be close to a third of the way through my year as District Governor.
% 4 5" $6~ 0 W # When great plans go awry! Many of you know that I am in Army Reserve. In our
% g1 careful planning of the Fall Forum, we made sure to steer away from the first weekend

Our International President was pleased to announce that during July and August 2009,
we have chartered 370 new clubs worldwide--a three-fold increase over the same period
last year! He would like for this momentum to continue including the growth of existing
clubs. For this reason, he is announcing a new award challenge called the New Year’s
Celebration Ginko. The goal of this challenge is to grow membership of existing clubs,
save and revitalize struggling clubs, and overall improve the retention of existing mem-
bers worldwide. The target set for North America is to increase the average club size in
our districts by 4 members by December 31st, 2009. We can do this!

Do you realize that if every one of the 45,000 Lions clubs worldwide increased their
membership by just 2 members, our membership would increase by 90,000? That is the
equivalent of starting 4500 new Lions clubs. Lions of 5-SW, let this be the year that we
draw a line in the sand and get the Greatest Service Organization in the History of the
‘World back on track! Please do your part and bring a guest to your club meeting or ser-
vice project and invite them to join your club, YOU can make a difference!

One very simple, often overlooked way to increase public awareness of Lions is to wear

your Lions Pin. Wear it every day if possible—I guarantee it will provoke the question—
what do Lions do? Give some thought about how you will answer such as: The $250 mil-
lion raised by Sight First II will enable 30,000,000 people to avoid cases of preventable
blindness; Lions is the largest, most efficient service organization in the world according
to the Wall Street Journal; Lions is the only service organization recognized in mainland
China due to the unselfish aid Lions provided after the recent earthquake; and most im-
portantly, the countless community service projects that benefit those in your home
towns.
A reminder to all club presidents, please complete the Community Needs Assessment sent
to your club and respond to me by October 31st, 2009. The purpose of this process is to
help every club identify a need in your area that can become a service project for your
Lions club. Improving the lives of others in the areas which you reside will make our na-
tion stronger, our community stronger, our clubs stronger, and it will make us all better
Lions—because—WE SERVE!

Speaking of time frames, Peace Posters should be distributed to participating schools,
judged by your clubs and the winning poster sent to the District Governor by October
31st. At that time, the district winning poster will be selected and be entered in the MD-5
poster competition, the winner of which will continue to advance in the competition.

It was a genuine pleasure to visit clubs in Pierre, McLaughlin, and Lemmon last week
and I look forward to visiting your club in the near future. If you have a specific date in
mind please contact me at your earliest convenience.

Thank you 5-SW Lions for all you do!

Yours in Lionism,
Lion Doug
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in November, you know “Guard Weekend”. Well the Army Reserve does not have the
same reserve weekend so I found out this past month that in November, I will be in Col-
orado Springs, CO doing the Army thing instead of at the Fall Forum. Of course with
1VDG Al Adrian being former military, he knew this could happen and he has stepped
up to run the meeting.

I am heading out to District 5SSW’s Fall Rally in Hill City. Itis very similar to our Fall
Forum except they do more District business at their meeting and it spans two days. It
should be a great time if we don’t get snowed in. I will add a little at the end about the
trip. If I don’t, you’ll know the snow got me.

One of the biggest reasons I wanted to be District Governor was so that I could get out
to see all the Lions Clubs in the District. Thave been to fifteen clubs so far and with 52
clubs in District 5SE I still have a fair number of clubs left to visit. I am looking for-
ward to coming to your club soon if I have not been there yet. The stories and the
uniqueness of each club are special. The Lennox Lions asked that I write a whole para-
graph about them in my monthly letter. Well because they developed a theme song to
sing while Lion Alan Rops is president, that is definitely special enough to mention
here. You see, Alan is a Boomer Sooner fan and the song goes to the melody of the
Sooner Football fight song. Now being a diehard Nebraska Fan, I did sing but my ears
were closed. The Lennox Lions are a fun group and they like to sing. They are looking
forward to the fall forum where they can join the Fall Forum Choir. Lion Shiloh will
have her hands full with them.

I am on the Leadership, Extension and Membership Committee in the MD5 Cabinet.
If you have any proposals to MD5 regarding one of those areas please feel free to call or
email me your ideas. One idea that came from the floor at the MDS Convention was
that we look at the way we elect the Council Chairperson. It was suggested that PDGs
be given the opportunity to run for that position. Currently, only sitting District Gover-
nors can run for that position. Also, the process by which the Council Chair is elected
was discussed. Should the delegates at the MDS Convention be given the right to vote
for the next council chair? Let me know your thoughts on these issues. The redistrict-
ing plan was covered briefly. The main concern is that if club’s expenditures to LCI are
more than 150 days overdue, then the plan could be voted down. Please keep this in
mind and have your balances reduced or paid-off to LCI so that you are not more than
150 days past due. Thank you.

Membership Drive — The District is supporting and encouraging all clubs to have a
membership drive in October and November. The best approach is to use the 4-step
process for membership development but whatever technique your club wants to use is
up to your club. The 4-step process can be downloaded at
http://md5lions.net/MERL2009/Lions%20Membership%2007-08%20%284-
step%?20process%29.pdf Lion Keith Lewis is the District Membership Chair and can
help with anything you would like to accomplish during your membership drive. You
can reach Lion Keith at 605-743-5200 (w) or at krlewis2@msn.com. Membership is an
on going process for clubs but if you set aside a specific time period where your club
Membership Chair and President can focus the club there is a greater chance of success.

The Fall Rally was great. The hospitality that the 5SW folks showed me and my fam-
ily was fantastic, dinner at Crazy Horse was excellent and the laser light show was even
better. The weather was awesome, no wind and the sun was out for a great fall day.

Some of you who read this article diligently will notice that I reword some of the in-
formation or just plain plagiarize myself from month to month. There is a method to
my madness.

The Fall Forum is coming to Sioux Falls on November 14, 2009. Come to your first
Fall Forum or your 80th, it will be fun and don’t forget we are going to have a choir this
year.

Serving Together in Lionism
DG Tom Grimmond

Lion Roland
Pond named
Aberdeen’s Lion
of the Year
for 2009

Whether he’s leading
the club in song, serving
on the Board serving
or the Convention
committee or generally
pitching in on projects,
Lion Rollie under-
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